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 NPS UNIT: Olympic National Park Position #: 131 

Position Title: Astronomy Assistant 

Position Type:  Mosaics PLC 

Primary natural resource discipline:   Communication and Education 

Position Keywords:   astronomy, night sky, interpretation, education, communication 

Location:  Port Angeles, Washington  

COVID-19 NOTICE 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to change and evolve, project timelines and structure remain flexible and it may be 
necessary to postpone start dates, begin work remotely, or reformulate the project’s description. Should any development 
in the COVID-19 outbreak impair a project’s timeline or results, the SIP Team will work with the park and project mentors to 
assess the situation and determine the best course of action at that time. 

POSITION DESCRIPTION AND WORK PRODUCTS 

Project Description:  Working in and around the Port Angeles area of Olympic National Park under the Division of 
Interpretation, Education, and Volunteers, primary emphasis for this internship will be placed on science communication 
that highlights observations of staff astronomers, research conducted by park scientists in the Division of Resources 
Management, and data collected by resource managers from regional and national NPS inventorying and monitoring (I&M) 
programs. The intern will develop and present at least two interpretive programs or products to visitor audiences on 
multiple occasions throughout the busy summer season, including during scheduled Astronomy Programs (with telescopes) 
and Full Moon Hikes on Hurricane Ridge. As a member of the park's "Dark Ranger" team, the intern will have opportunities 
to work closely with astronomers (expert and amateur), field scientists, resource managers, resource interpreters, and 
visitors to obtain primary and secondary data concerning astronomical phenomena, the health and preservation of the 
park's naturally dark night skies, and the social, cultural, and ecological impacts of artificial light pollution. Opportunities for 
participating in fieldwork with park scientists in other biological and physical science disciplines may also be available. The 
intern will communicate to the public how vital signs revealed through the parks inventory and monitoring (I&M) programs 
are valuable indicators of ecosystem health, and help educate and prepare the visiting public with the tools and techniques 
to appreciate, observe, and preserve dark night skies from home. 
   
The intern will gain a basic understanding of the National Park Service (NPS) organizational structure, and of current 
professional standards concerning the NPS Foundations of Interpretation, including audience-centered engagement (ACE) 
strategies and dialogic techniques. One area of focus will be learning to work in a team setting with park rangers, 
interpreters, and educators in a dynamic park operation. The intern will understand and help implement protocols used by 
park scientists and resource managers for the long-term I&M program. The intern will use hard science data in an 
interpretive context, both as a training tool for interpretation and education staff, and for public consumption. The project 
will support the overall goal of communicating science to the public in an effort to bring awareness to important natural and 
cultural resource issues. 

 

Work Products:  The intern will have the opportunity to collaborate with park scientists and astronomers to observe and 
collect primary and secondary data concerning astronomical phenomena, the health and preservation of the park's naturally 
dark night skies, and the social, cultural, and ecological impacts of artificial light pollution. Opportunities for participating in 
fieldwork with park scientists in other biological and physical science disciplines may also be available. The intern will 
develop and/or revise an interpretive training guide focused on science communication techniques and best practices to be 
used by current and future resource interpreters. The intern will develop at least two formal, thematic interpretive 
programs/products to be delivered to visitor audiences in an amphitheater setting (e.g., evening campground programs) 
and/or in other interpretive contexts (e.g., Astronomy Programs and Full Moon Hikes on Hurricane Ridge, interpretive talks, 
etc.). In addition, the intern will develop short submissions or vignettes throughout the summer to be used on park social 
media detailing their intern experience. A final report at the end of the internship will be produced to share with park 
leadership team and other divisions to highlight the work, contributions, and experience of intern. 
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NATURAL & PHYSICAL WORK ENVIRONMENT 

Selected SIP candidate will live and work in/around Port Angeles, WA—the largest city (about 20,000 residents) in Clallam 
County, WA and a gateway community to Olympic National Park. All basic services are available in Port Angeles, including 
groceries, restaurants, gas, hospital, entertainment, etc. 
 
Olympic National Park is famous for its extensive wilderness and diverse ecosystems, including sub-alpine, temperate 
rainforest, lowland forest, river valleys, and coast. Weather varies greatly but is typically wet in spring and fall, and mild and 
dry in summer. 
 
The intern will be working primarily at frontcountry sites in and around Port Angeles, including (but not limited to): Olympic 
National Park Visitor Center (indoor visitor center and shared office/workspace); Heart O' the Hills Campground (outdoor 
amphitheater); and Hurricane Ridge (indoor visitor center and shared office/workspace, and adjacent outdoor sub-alpine 
meadows and trail systems with unobstructed views of night skies). Elevations at work locations range from near-sea level 
to over 5,000 feet. Outdoor work can include walking/hiking on wet, slippery, muddy, and/or uneven and moderately steep 
trail surfaces during day or night shifts. Unpredictable weather can be windy, rainy, sunny and warm, and/or overcast and 
cool—all in one day. Shared office/workspace space will be provided at Olympic National Park Visitor Center and Hurricane 
Ridge Visitor Center. Opportunities to perform field/site visits in other areas of the park, such as the rain forest and/or 
Pacific Coast will also be provided. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

(a) Degree and/or experience in environmental science, atmospheric science, astronomy, chemistry, geography, geology, 
physics, mathematics, meteorology, or related disciplines; (b) awareness of resource interpretation methods and goals, 
particularly for the National Park Service; (c) familiarity with Microsoft Office productivity software and applications. 
 
A personal vehicle is recommended but not required for this position. Applicant must have a valid drivers license and a good 
driving record. If the intern is required to drive a government-owned vehicle (GOV) for their position, a driving records 
search may be performed, and the intern's ability to operate a GOV during work hours will be contingent upon the results. 
 
The intern should be willing to live in a small town environment with adjacent rural areas on the relatively isolated Olympic 
Peninsula, and work day and/or night with colleagues and visitors in remote front country settings at Olympic National Park. 
The intern should expect outdoor work that sometimes includes walking/hiking on wet, slippery, muddy, and/or uneven and 
moderately steep trail surfaces during day or night shifts. Unpredictable weather can be windy, rainy, sunny and warm, 
and/or overcast and cool—all in one day. 

The applicant must be a U.S. citizen or U.S. permanent legal resident (“green-card-holder”) between the ages of 18 and 30 
years old, inclusive, or veterans up to age 35. Prior to starting this position, a government security background clearance will 
be required. 

VEHICLE AND DRIVER LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 

Applicant must have a valid driver's license to drive a government vehicle.  

 

A personal vehicle is recommended for this position.  

HOUSING 

Park housing is available and will be provided at no cost to the participant.   Private room in dormitory-style facility with 
shared kitchen and bathroom. Occupant should bring cleaning supplies, toiletries, linens, cookware, and utensils. Rooms are 
fully furnished and facilities include major electrical appliances (e.g., refrigerator, stove, etc.). 

INTERNSHIP DATES 

Start Date:  05/16/2022    

End Date:  10/03/2022 
Number of Weeks: 20 
Flexible Start Date: Yes 



 

 

   
  

POSITION DESCRIPTION 
Summer 2022 

 

 

    

     

       

 

Position Description 
 

 

Page 3/3 
 

 

11/23/2021 3:10:10 PM 
 

 

Nineteen weeks of the internship will be in the park. A mandatory Professional Development Workshop will be held in 
Washington, D.C. from August 1 - 4, 2022. 

LIVING ALLOWANCE 

20 weeks ($600/week = $12,000) 

Partners 

This position is offered through the National Park Service's Scientists in Parks (SIP) Program in partnership with various 
organizations. 

 

PLEASE DIRECT ANY QUESTIONS TO ENVIRONMENT FOR THE AMERICAS 

Email: mosaics@environmentamericas.org 
 

   

 


