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 NPS UNIT: San Antonio Missions National Historical Park Position #: 123 

Position Title: Geology Assistant 

Position Type:  Mosaics PLC 

Primary natural resource discipline:   Physical Sciences 

Position Keywords:   Geology, landform, limestone, hydrology, urban 

Location:  San Antonio, Texas  

COVID-19 NOTICE 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to change and evolve, project timelines and structure remain flexible and it may be 
necessary to postpone start dates, begin work remotely, or reformulate the project’s description. Should any development in 
the COVID-19 outbreak impair a project’s timeline or results, the SIP Team will work with the park and project mentors to 
assess the situation and determine the best course of action at that time. 

POSITION DESCRIPTION AND WORK PRODUCTS 

Project Description:  This position will work with the park archeologist as well as Dr. Evelyn Mitchell of St. Mary’s University 
and other professionals to better understand the limestone formation that sits below Mission Concepcion compound. The 
project will include mapping and documenting the limestone quarry outside of Mission Concepcion compound. The quarry 
has been the subject of two charettes with geologists from San Antonio as well as Don Weeks from the regional office and 
George Venti from the National Cave and Karst Institute as well as architects familiar with the building stone of the missions.  
The quarry has never been mapped to better understand its original natural state or its multiple episodes of use for stone 
extraction.  The SIP mosaic will complete background research on the geology of the region, the reports from previous 
charettes and the 1972 archeological report which included some excavations in the quarry area.  Park staff will familiarize 
the intern with the park through tours and field trips. The intern will use traditional hand-mapping tools to map and draw the 
quarry.  They will then work with park staff and other mentors to geo-reference the map. Dr. Evelyn Mitchell will provide 
orientation to the use of ground penetrating radar tools at the site.  If time permits, the park archeologist will work with the 
intern to do one subsurface excavation to examine the area in more detail.  Earlier hypotheses have included a karst 
formation, and former spring location on the travertine shelf. The final products will be a presentation to staff and the public 
on their internship and a final report documenting their project, including the map and suggestions for future research. 

 

Work Products:  The intern will produce a written report of their summer research on the limestone formation at Mission 
Concepcion.  The report will include a map of the outcrop/quarry.  The intern will also present a public presentation on their 
summer research and findings.   

NATURAL & PHYSICAL WORK ENVIRONMENT 

San Antonio is the 7th largest city in the US and the park is located just south of downtown in an urban-immersed setting.  
The project will be a combination of field and office work. Summertime is hot and humid.  All amenities are available in the 
city and close to the park. 
San Antonio is a majority minority city with the majority of inhabitants identifying as Hispanic or Latinx. The park consists of 
over 1100 acres which are predominantly urban with 100 acres in a rural setting.  The project location is in a residential area 
near the San Antonio River.   
There are lots of recreational activities in San Antonio with 100s of miles of hiking and biking trails along the river and 
greenbelts.  Kayaking is available on the river and there are other lakes nearby for fishing or birding.  
There is a public transit system available that provides access to park headquarters and the project site. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Upper level undergraduate or graduate student in geology, physical science, earth science, physical geography.  Experience in 
field mapping and ArcGIS is a plus.  Coursework in hydrology and physical geography is also a plus. Intern should be self 
motivating and able to work independently.  The intern should be willing to work in an urban, “inner-city” environment 
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The applicant must be a U.S. citizen or U.S. permanent legal resident (“green-card-holder”) between the ages of 18 and 30 
years old, inclusive, or veterans up to age 35. Prior to starting this position, a government security background clearance will 
be required. 

VEHICLE AND DRIVER LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 

Applicant must have a valid driver's license to drive a government vehicle.  

 

A personal vehicle is REQUIRED for this position.  

HOUSING 

Park housing is NOT available. The intern will be responsible for finding housing in the nearby area.   Park housing is NOT 
available.  San Antonio is a large urban area with a variety of housing options in the nearby area.  Rents for studios and one-
bedrooms range from $600-1200/month in the area surrounding the park. There are long term airbnb options that interns 
have utilized in the past.  Local universities also sometimes have housing available in the summer in their dormitories.  With 
six major universities in the city, sublets are also an option.  
 

INTERNSHIP DATES 

Start Date:  05/09/2022    

End Date:  08/01/2022 
Number of Weeks: 12 
Flexible Start Date: Yes 

Eleven weeks of the internship will be in the park. A mandatory Professional Development Workshop will be held in 
Washington, D.C. from August 1 - 4, 2022. 

LIVING ALLOWANCE 

12 weeks ($600/week=$7,200) 

Partners 

This position is offered through the National Park Service's Scientists in Parks (SIP) Program in partnership with various 
organizations. 

 

PLEASE DIRECT ANY QUESTIONS TO ENVIRONMENT FOR THE AMERICAS 

Email: mosaics@environmentamericas.org 
 

   

 


